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Welcome to another edition of the CMA Gloucester newsletter;  

here comes Autumn! 

Words from the Chair! 

‘Father God, I wonder’ 

 

On Sunday 22nd September, Liz had the great privilege of leading a service at the Baptist 

chapel in the Welsh village where her father’s family had lived.  Liz’s Dad, Grandfather, Great 

Grandfather and Great Uncles were very involved in the chapel and Liz herself was dedicated 

there as a baby!  Now there are no family members left in the village but Liz supports the small 

worshipping community who continue to meet there. 

The theme of the service was ‘Find Your Mountain’ and referred to our journey as followers of 

Jesus, which should be upwards but sometimes includes valleys (as in Psalm 23) either by our 

disobedience or by God’s design. In Philippians 3 v 7-14 Paul explains his own journey, which 

we all share, as ‘forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on..’ 

One of the songs Liz chose in an ‘autobiographical’ service was an old one by Ishmael 

(remember him?!). Here is what she has to say about why it means so much to her: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alan & Liz 

Chair & Vice-Chair, Gloucester 

Branch 

 

 

Father God I wonder  

How I managed to exist 

Without the knowledge of your 

parenthood  

And your loving care 

But now I am your son 

I am adopted in your family 

And I can never be alone 

Cos Father God  

You’re there beside me 

 

I will sing your praises 

I will sing your praises 

I will sing your praises forevermore 

‘I chose this song because I love the words! When 

I first heard it, many years ago at Spring Harvest, I 

truly felt that it expressed how I felt about God and 

belonging to His family; actually being His 

daughter! I was ‘home’ and I belong. What really 

moved me about the song is the sentiment that 

when I look back on it I wonder how I could ever 

have existed without knowing God as my Heavenly 

Father. And I truly don’t understand how others do 

live without a knowledge of God’s love and 

acceptance.  I don’t know where I would be today 

without it. Thank you, my wonderful Heavenly 

Father for adopting me, through your precious 

Son.’ 



 

For those of you who do not know, ‘Holy Joes’ is a tea, coffee and hot chocolate 

marquee.  It is set up at rallies and run by the CMA.  It is a quiet space away from 

the music and beer tents.  Everyone is welcome day and night.  Members of the 

CMA are serving 24 hours a day. 

Stewart and I first came across Holy Joes about four years ago.  Stewart, ever the 

servant heart, saw there was a call for stewards at the Farmyard Party rally in 

particular at Holy Joes and volunteered our time.  This year for added fun we were 

encouraged to do the Holy Joes at Storming the Castle.  There was a shortage of 

stewards to work the grounds and CMA members to run the Holy Joes.  We didn’t 

have a tent, booking time off was very short notice and it all seemed a little 

impossible.  However, with God all things are possible.  God made a way.  Holiday 

time was granted and the Motorhome was ready to go, so off we went. 

We had a really good time.  The set up in the Holy Joes was exactly the same as 

at Farmyard.  We were soon praying with our team and then serving beverages.  It 

was quite a shock to be recognised.  Obviously some of the bikers who we had 

served at the Farmyard were at the Castle too.  There was a lot of good banter. 

During my first shift I was asked by a paramedic if there was someone who a 

young lady could talk to.  She had arrived with a partner but was feeling a little over

-whelmed.  I looked around and I was available so it was me.  I let the team leader 

know, grabbed a drink for the both of us and sat down.  To be honest all I did was 

listen.  Sometimes that’s all a person  needs.  Someone to be there, not to pass 

judgement, or to give advice but just to be a sounding board for their woes. 

We also marshalled/stewarded on one of the gates between the camping field and 

the showground.  What could have been a boring four hours turned out to be 

anything but.  A couple of hours of checking wrist bands later we offered advice to 

a gentleman who had lost his ring down a portaloo…!  Stewart escorted a 

gentleman to the first aid post who had had a fall and needed his cuts and bruises 

looking at.  Then there was a call over the radio…. 

Contd. next page 

The ‘Stormin’ The Castle’ Rally  

Our intrepid Alexandra (Branch Secretary) and her husband, Stewart,  

decided to go to the Stormin’ the Castle rally… in the far north… 

in County Durham!!    

This is an annual event which CMA UK supports by running a Holy Joes café  

and other duties.  Here’s how they got on: 



 

‘Has anyone seen a blue man heading through the site? Over’ 

It transpired that a portaloo had fallen over in the car park. 

There was a man inside…. 

He had fortunately escaped but now needed to be decontaminated.  Security and a 

steward found him and ushered him to the showers.  He was indeed blue. 

Stewart also had time to attend a wedding blessing.  A couple had been married 

earlier that weekend and had arrived on site still in their wedding outfits.  They 

were to have their marriage blessed at the rally.  Members of the club the happy 

couple belonged to roared up to make an aisle of motorcycles.  The couple ap-

proached the gazebo down the aisle and one of the CMA ordained clergy officiated 

at the service.  Afterwards many bikers gathered round and shared their joy.  They 

were so thankful to the CMA for joining them and their biking family and being a 

part of their married life story. 

One of the most memorable parts of the weekend was the motorcycle 

show.  There we were minding our own business, looking at the various entrants to 

the motorcycle competition when all a sudden a man rushes up to Stewart, thrusts 

his hairy chin at him and waggles it around.  ‘Beard war, beard war’ he calls.  I had 

no idea what was going on.  One minute Stewart is walking, the next he is wres-

tling beards.    He came away the victor though and his opponent wobbled off to 

fight another foe!  

Storming the Castle.  Wow what a whirlwind of a weekend.  Would we do it 

again?  Absolutely!!   



 

 

If you have a trike or motorcycle and sidecar combination this event could be for 

you.  The Jumbo Run UK.  There are numerous Jumbo runs around the EU; 

Ireland, Holland and of course the UK.  This is a charity run where bikers with a 

third wheel give a young person with a learning or physical difficulty a day out.  The 

bikers on solos marshal the run and mark the way to go.  The usual occupant of 

the trike or sidecar rides in an accompanying bus whilst the young person rides 

with the biker.  This year we gathered at the Land Rover Social Club in 

Solihull.  We were paired up with our young charge and rode to the West Midlands 

Safari Park.  There then followed an opportunity to get on the bus to travel round 

the safari park to see the animals.  After that there was time to explore the rest of 

the park and rides and of course enjoy an ice cream.  We then returned to the 

Social Club where the young people enjoyed a disco and the older people a BBQ. 

Our bus driver was fantastic.  Not only did he drive the families to the Safari Park, 

but when we were stuck in the queue going round the enclosures he solved our 

problem.  The wonderful weather had brought a huge number of families to the 

park that day.  So many of them wanted to see the free range wildlife that it caused 

a major hold up.  We were two hours in and not even half way round.  He spoke to 

one of the Rangers and the next thing we know we are told to sit down and hold 

tight.  We were off-roading it in a green double decker.  The Ranger carved a path 

ahead of us.  We drove against the flow of traffic, bumping and rolling on the 

uneven terrain.  We all clapped when we were once again in the car park!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a busy month, Alexandra and Stewart took part in  

the ‘Jumbo Run’ on 14th September. 

Here’s what happened: 



 

Tirzah Baptist Church 

Cwm 

Ebbw Vale 

Gwent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 22nd September was a Gloucester Branch church visit. 

However, for Liz it was a much more significant occasion. 

Here are some comments from an extraordinary day from those who were 

there: 

‘We enjoyed having you 

with us and I thank you for 

coming to Tirzah and sharing 

with us. Thank you so much 

for your ministry today.’ 

Jill , who leads the  

fellowship at Tirzah 

‘Your service was brill 

last weekend!’ 

Penny, CMA Bristol 

‘Thank you for asking me over 

(to the service).  I enjoyed  

hearing you and serving  

alongside you.’ 

Paul, Christian biker friend who 

shared his testimony in the 

service 

‘Apart from the heavy rain on the 

way to Cwm, the whole day was 

really perfect!  God was tangibly 

present and blessed all the wor-

ship and the sharing of His Word. 

I was ‘home’!  It was a day that I 

shall never forget. I was especial-

ly pleased to bless & encourage 

the members of the church.’ Liz 

‘I was so impressed by 

this small fellowship 

who are making a 

huge impact by serv-

ing their community. 

We will keep praying 

for them’    Alan 



The purpose of the annual regional meeting is two-fold:   

1: CMA business 

2: Fostering fellowship between the branches working in the same region 

1: Talking about the ‘official’ stuff: 

Ted lead the discussion about the review of the CMA Constitution and Rules, which 

he and a couple of other Exec. Committee members have been tasked with, 

following a proposal at this year’s National AGM.  It is felt that the two streams of 

‘official’  paperwork has become a bit unwieldy and cumbersome. This has 

developed over the years since CMA UK became a UK Charity. The Charity 

Commission sets certain legal obligations for all charities to adhere to, quite rightly. 

This is the constitution, which is amended or added to at the National AGM each 

year on approval of the membership. We agreed a helpful definition: the 

Constitution is the legal stuff and the rulebook discusses the day-to-day running of 

the organisation. We asked that in clarifying both that the complicated language 

should be simplified; also, that the CMA national website should be better 

managed so that national CMA news and the branch news is regularly updated. 

2: Working together: 

The branches are beginning to work together a lot more as it’s desirable that 

branches in (fairly) close proximity to each other would naturally co-operate and 

support each other.  We expressed our hope that smaller branches, such as South 

Wales (not represented at the meeting) should be encouraged by the more 

established branches nearby ie: Gloucester and Bristol, and we discussed ideas 

how to do that.  Devon & Cornwall is a small but active branch. We were invited to 

a service in Plymouth which they are leading on 17th November. We came away 

from the day greatly encouraged and blessed, and ready to serve! 

The annual CMA South West Regional meeting was held in Taunton on 

Saturday 28th September. 

This is what happened that day and why we think it’s such an important event: 

A very early hour on Saturday morning, 28th 

September, saw Alan, Liz, Brian and Colin 

heading down the M5 to Taunton, at times 

driving through torrential rain. Sandra  

arrived, heroically, on her bike soon after. 

We spent the day with Ted, CMA National 

Membership Secretary and SW rep, and 

members from Devon & Cornwall,  Bristol & 

Hants & Dorset branches. 



 

 

 

 

Bike Nites : full details may be found at http://www.bikersnite.com/pub-list.php  

02.10.19: ROSE AND CROWN. Redmarley D’Abitot. A417. Ledbury Road. GL19 3NB 
ADVANCED NOTICE:  
14.12.19: BIKE NITES CHRISTMAS MEAL. 6pm AVIATOR CAFÉ, GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
AIRPORT. IT IS ESSENTIAL TO PRE-BOOK FOR THIS EVENT.  See Aviator website for menu 
but book via Steph (who organises the Bike Nites): see Steph at Bike Nite or call in to see her at 
Performance Triumph Cheltenham. GL51 7AP. Limited places available. 
 

Ignition :   Monday 14th October, 7.30—9.30pm. 

 

Notices from our Secretary, Alexandra: 

Lots to get involved with! 

Dates for your diaries: 

 

http://www.bikersnite.com/pub-list.php


 

 

 

 

 

Bike Club meetings:  we are actively involved in several local / regional bike clubs: 

MAG (Motorcycle Action Group): 1st Tuesday of the month—1st Oct.: meet at The Aviator, 
Gloucester Airport, GL51 6SR. 8 to 10pm 
Gloucester Meteors (Triumph): 3rd Thursday - 17th Oct.: The Aviator. 7.30 to 9.30pm 
Honda Owners Breakfast meet: 3rd Sunday - 20th Oct.:  meet at Sainsbury’s café, Barnwood. 
GL4 3RT.  9.30am 
 

CMA Gloucester Church Visit: we usually arrange to visit a church in our ‘patch’ (which 

covers the whole of Gloucestershire and the margins of the neighbouring counties), normally on 
the last Sunday of the month wherever possible. It’s a chance for us to tell the church who we 
are and get them praying for us, as well contact with other Christian bikers.  Any support for the 
church visits are really appreciated and we know that it isn’t always possible to come on a bike!  
Come anyway!!  This month, however, we haven’t arranged a church visit!  The reason is 
because we have the major commitment of Hoggin’ the Bridge (see note below) which is a whole 
day commitment on Sunday 13th October.   

ADVANCED NOTICE: Church visit 3rd Nov. St. James, Tredworth, Gloucester. 

 

Other events: 

 

Sun. 6th Oct.: We have an important prayer meeting.  This is the Sunday before the huge  
   ‘Hoggin’ the Bridge’ Charity Bike event, which presents us with a fantastic   
   opportunity for the Gospel and to draw alongside the thousands of bikers who  
   attend each year. 
   The prayer meeting is at The Ark, Wotton under Edge at 3pm.  Please be   
   prompt. It will finish by 4.30pm. 
 
Sun. 13th Oct.: Hoggin’ the Bridge: 
   At the David Broome Event Centre, Crick, Caldicot, South Wales. NP 26 5XP 
   CMA Glos has a stand and our neighbouring branch, Bristol, runs a helmet park 
   We really need support for this huge event, with thousands of motorcyclists  
   converging on this one small area of South Wales,  many of whom have   
   completed a charity ride across the Severn Bridges (hence the name!). 
   If you would like to have your bike on the CMA stand and if you would like to ride 
   with us down to Caldicot then you must let us know ASAP.  We’ll be leaving Alan 
   & Liz’s at 8.00am to arrive in good time to set up the stand. It’s a remarkable  
   event: why not join us there? 

PHOTOS FROM HTB 2018 

 

 

Here’s what’s happening in October! 

We were blessed to have 

‘Pilgrim’ with us on the CMA 

stand: Fred Gill’s stunning 

bike—all the way from  

Bedford branch! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The cross says it all. Whilst it may seem like an ordinary day and we are ordinary 

people, wearing the cross on a cut off starts conversations.  It happens at auto 
jumbles which is a jumble sale for motorcycle related items.  It happens at 

shows.  There was a Custom Motorcycle Show in Cheltenham recently.  A stall 
holder approached me.  He spoke about how he had met some of our Welsh CMA 

brothers and sisters at a previous event.   
 
 
 

 

Advanced notice for November 2019 

Be prepared….. Just a few thoughts from Alexandra & Stewart 

 

We sow the seed, 
someone waters it 

and another gathers. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Here’s what happened in September! 

The West Midlands 

Sidecar club meet 

Bike Nite at the  

Oily Rag premises 

Bike Nite at Cleeve 

Hill Golf Club 

Glos branch  member 

Mim, enjoying her tea! 

Packed Bike Nite at 

Lower Lode 

Spectacular setting 

on the banks of  

The Severn 

Interesting view of a 

massive engineering 

road scheme, coming 

back from church  

visit at Ebbw Vale 



What to pray: 

Words from Colin, our Prayer Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Here are some thoughts that are taken from notes I made at the EMC,  
and some of my own, on the theme of Victory in Surrender.  

 

 Seems paradoxical doesn’t it. We normally must fight for Victory. If we 

surrender, we have lost. 

 But, in Jesus, when we surrender every conflict to Him, we have the Victory. 

We have peace. 

 We can be honest with God. Those who surrender to God are not cowards.  

 (Eph. 2 v 6). Read verses 1 to 10 for encouragement. 

 Spurgeon wrote ‘I wish that saints will cling to Christ, as much as sinners cling 

to the devil’. If we cling to Christ, we have surrendered our trust to Him. 

 If we let the Lord fight our battles, we will win. St. Paul let Jesus fix his 

problems and battles because he ‘no longer lived but Christ lived in him’. This 

is the same for us as it was for Paul. 

 We have a choice – feed ourselves with the voice of God or feed ourselves 

with our voice. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Praise:   * That we have life in Him 

    * That He listens to us 

    * That He is with us always 

    * That job situations have been sorted 



Prayer: 

 That difficult tenants in a member’s house can be encouraged to leave. 

 That the seller of a trike that Colin has put a deposit on will patiently wait until 

my lump sum comes through. That he also will be patient and trusting in God 

to resolve this, sooner rather than later. That the Lord will speed up the 

process for this money. 

 For clarity and wisdom how to proceed by one of our members who is sorting 

out his uncle’s tax affairs. 

 A friend of Alan & Liz’s from the Wednesday Bike Nites: a hip operation was 

unexpectedly brought forward two weeks to Monday 30.9.19.  Please pray 

that she is kept free from infection as she recovers. Pray that she will still be 

able to ride pillion and enjoy it even more than she does now. Pray for her 

fiancé as he has the task of looking after her when she comes home from 

hospital. 

 For Liz’s sister, who is suffering from work-related stress.  She has made the 

decision to change jobs and feels so much better for that step. Her health is 

not great as she suffers from a neurological condition which produces tremors. 

This already seems to have calmed down since deciding to change jobs. She 

is waiting to see a specialist in Bristol, again, and is getting frustrated at the 

lack of a clearly defined diagnosis and a decision about possible brain surgery. 

 For Stewart. Please pray as he now begins his Pioneer Ministry course with 

the esteemed CMS organisation in Oxford; that he will quickly settle into the 

course and adapt to a new work/study life balance. 

 Liz has arthritis in several joints. The arthritis pain and stiffness in her hands 

and wrists has dramatically increased this year, which is a concern, especially 

as she works with her hands in her work as a textile artist 

 Please also pray for Liz at the CMA Ladies Conference where she will be 

leading art workshops and wishes to really listen to God’s leading and bless 

the ladies at the conference. 

 Please pray for Colin’s health, which has been troublesome in recent years. 

He recently sustained a concussion which has had a marked effect on him. 

Pray that he is able to know really good and full health with God’s healing. 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS CAN BE SENT TO COLIN AT ANY TIME.   

EMAIL ON:  

gloscmapray@gmail.com 



 

 

NEWSLETTER  OCTOBER  2019 

We would love to end our newsletter with something  

to make us smile! 

Email us a bike-related photo & we’ll include it. 

PLEASE NOTE:   IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU WISH TO INCLUDE,  

THE COPY DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER’S NEWSLETTER:  WEDNESDAY 27.11.19 

Alan Robertson Branch Chairman   Tel.  07875 563 285  Email gloscma@gmail.com 

Liz Robertson  Branch Vice Chairman  Tel.  07815 101 925  Email gloscma@gmail.com 

Alexandra Dyer Branch Secretary   Tel.  07985 124 609  Email gloscmasec@gmail.com 

Registered Charity : 1080911 Web Site : www.bike.org.uk/cma 

Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. ,PO Box 8155 Loughborough, Leics LE11 9AR 

 

 

Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. 

 

Seen recently on Facebook: 

no, we don’t get it either!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


